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INTRODUCTION

ON THE NIGHT OF December 16, 1773, a band of colonists disguised as
Mohawk Indians boarded three merchant ships that had arrived from Britain and
anchored in Boston Harbor. Working quickly and silently, they hoisted thousands
of pounds of tea up from the ships’ holds and dumped the tea into the sea.

The Boston Tea Party was an act of defiance—_—a'protest against the policies of
the British Parliament and King George II1, who ruled England’s colonies in North
America. Parliament had levied a tax on all tea shipped from England to America.

The tax wasn't much, just three cents a pou.nd,:‘bAut' it was the latest in a series of
: taxes that incited massive colonial oPpritioii."['he tax on tea was seen as a threat to
the colonists’ liberties and a symbol of British tyranny.
The colonists were British citizens, subjects of King George. They did not object
to paying taxes, but they insisted that they should not be taxed by Parliament,
a legislature an ocean away in which they had no voice. Their rallying cry was

No taxation without representation! They demanded the right to raise all taxes




themselves, through their own elected representatives in their own colonial
assemblies.

Americans enjoyed their tea. They gulped it down by the gallon. But they
were willing to go without their favorite beverage rather than acknowledge
Parliament’s right to tax them. Throughout the thirteen colonies, they had
agreed to boycott British tea. British tea ships were turned away from New York
and Philadelphia and sent back to England with their unwanted cargoes. In
Charleston, South Carolina, a shipment of tea that had been unloaded was stored
in damp warehouse vaults and left to rot.

In Boston, where three tea ships were riding at anchor, the colonists were
spurred to action. A group calling themselves the Sons of Liberty demanded that
the ships leave Boston Harbor and carry their tea back to its English owners. But
Thomas Hutchinson, the royal governor of Massachusetts Province, regarded
loyalty to the king as his first responsibility. He insisted that the tea be brought

ashore and the disputed tax, in the form of an import duty, be paid in full.
That’s when the “Mohawks” hatched their secret plan to destroy the tea.










