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Hortatory Deliberative Emphatic NegationProhibitive Conditional Sentences "Iva Purpose Result Substantival Epexegetical ComplementaryVerbs of fearing, etc.Indirect Questions Indefinite Relative clauses Indefinite Temporal clauses
OPTATIVE 
VoluntativePotential 
IMPERATIVE 
Command ProhibitionRequest Permissive Stereotyped greeting 

TENSES 

PRESENT 
Instantaneous Progressive Extending-from-past Iterative Customary Gnomic Historical Futuristic Indirect Discourse
IMPERFECT 
Progressive lngressive Iterative Customary Conative Indirect Discourse

let us 

continually 
began doing 

kept on 
used to 

wanted to 
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FUTURE 

Predictive 
Imperatival 
Deliberative 
Gnomic 
AORIST 

Constative Ingressive Consummative
Gnomic Epistolary Proleptic Immediate
PERFECT 

Intensive Extensive With present force
PLUPERFECT 

Intensive Extensive

began to 

INFINITIVE 

Adverbial UsesPurpose Result Time antecedent contemporaneoussubsequent Cause Means ComplementarySubstantival Uses Subject Direct Object Indirect DiscourseAppositional Epexegetical 

in order to 
so that 

after 
while 
before 

by ... doing 

namely 

PARTICIPLE 

Adjectival Substantival Adverbial Uses Temporal Manner Means Cause Condition ConcessionPurpose Result Att�ndant Circumstance Penphrastic Redundant As an imperative Genitive Absolute 

after, when 

by means of 
because 

if 
although 

in order to 
with the result of 

Chapter 1 

OANNOY /\ 1:1-2:2; 2:28-3:10 

If you have not yet learned conditional sentences, be sure you do so before work
ing through this passage. See BBG, p. 330, and Wallace. Commentary references are 
to I. H. Marshall, The Epistles of John, in The New International Commentary on the 
New Testament (Eerdmans, 1978). 
These two passages are a powerful discussion of the place of sin in the believer's 
life as well as the believer's assurance. It is a helpful exercise to count all the ways 
in which John shows us our assurance. In these two passages John also holds in 
tension the fact of our assurance and the fact of our need for vigilance, lest we fall 
into complacency and allow sin to have an ongoing role in our lives. 

Prologue (1:1-4) 

1 'l'TlA.CX.�aw, I feel (about for), touch (4).

Exegetical Discussion

(l) 1:1 v 1. Note carefully the theological significance of �e verb tense� in
this verse. Marshall (107-8) summarizes the two basic concerns being
addressed in this prologue. 
Note also the word order. We don't meet the main verb until v 3. A
grammatical diagram of vv 1-3 is helpful._ . _ 
Wh G k wants to emphasize a word, 1t puts 1t man unusual placeen ree b. th b • • Wh t . th t nee such as putting a direct o Ject at e egmnmg. a m e sen e , . 121 is the significance of word order m vv - • 
, � · an instrumental dative. It describes the instrument by

(2) 1:1 * o�eachA.µotc; is ti . s accomplished You can use the key words "by" orwhi an
Th

ac on 1 many nuance� to this use of the dative. See Gram
"with." ere are 
Sum. , Wh t · the difference in nuance between 6paw and 8Ea-

(3) 1:1 E8wcmµe

th

8a.d•ff a t�e intended here? See Marshall, 10ln8. 
oµm? Is e 1 eren 

1 
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