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[. THE LETTER FROM AMERICA

Carl Erik’s father shook his fist

at the clear blue sky.
“Rain!” he cried.

“We must have rain!”
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But the rain did not come.
The whole summer passed
without a drop of rain.
The grass dried up.

The cow could not give milk.

The crops did not grow.




There would be no food

for the long winter.
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Carl Erik and his brother Jonas
gathered moss in the forest.

They scraped bark from pine trees.
Mamma mixed it with flour

to bake their bread—

a hard and bitter bread

that made their stomachs ache.

Pappa tried to buy food.

“It is hopeless,” he told Mamma.
“There is nothing to buy.

People have left their farms.

I saw children begging.”
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One day a letter came

from Uncle Axel in America.
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Dear ones,

The worst is now over.

It is a new life for us here.

We have built our house.

Our land is good.

We will have food for the winter.
We think of you there in Sweden.
We know how hard it must be.
Your farm is small and rocky.
You have three sons.

What future do they have?
Come! We will help you.

Come to America!
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Carl Erik saw something

on the back of Uncle Axel’s letter:

Dear Car\ Enk

We hoave a cow and

+welve chickens. We eat
wheat bread with butier
every day. T have seen

on Indian. He was wot
Lierce. I can speak
English better +hc:n
NMamma and Pappa .

Your cousin AnnaStina
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“I want wheat bread with butter,”

said Jonas.

“Can we go to America?”
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That night Carl Erik

could not sleep.

He was too hungry.

He was thinking

of Anna Stina’s letter.

He could hear Mamma and Pappa
talking in their bed.

They were still talking

when Carl Erik finally fell asleep.

The next morning Pappa said,

“There is no future for us here.

We will go to America.”
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T E@OD-BYE TO SWEDEN
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I Can RR€c

“We will go to America!” 2 RS

It is 1868, and Carl Erik’s /88 4\
family faces starvation in ' )
Sweden. Can they endure
a journey over land and
sea to reach a better life in
a new country thousands of
miles away?
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