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Chapter One - Run and Hide

It was the spring of 1778.

Letty Wright ran across the barnyard.
British soldiers

were only a mile or two away.

They were marching

toward Letty’s house.




Letty’s family had to leave quickly

and go over the mountain,
where they would be safe.
But first,
Letty had to warn
her flock of geese.
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“Shoo, Solomon. You foolish gooSe!
Take your wives and hide!”
Letty waved her arms
at the gander.
“Hurry, Letty!” called Ma. |
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Ma was ready to go.

She handed baby Sarah up to Pa.

Letty’s brother, John, peeked

over the side of the wagon.

He was sucking his thumb.

He did that only when he was afraid.
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Letty’s legs shook.

Her stomach felt sick.
She could hear rifles shooting.
The British were getting closer.
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“Please, Solomon,” Letty said,
“you must hide

while the soldiers are here.
Hide in the woods

where they won’t see you!

It will only be for a few days.
Our soldiers will come

and chase the British away.

Then you can come home.”
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Solomon honked at Letty.

He flapped his wings

and ran across the yard.

But he did not hide.

“Letty, get in the wagon.

We must go now.

Solomon must take care of himself,”
said Ma.

“Wait, please!” Letty begged.
Letty knew soldiers stole things
and took farm animals for food.
She had to save

Solomon and the other geese.
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Letty ran into the house.

She grabbed a sheet of paper

and a quill pen and wrote:
Dear Soldiers,
Please do not harm my geese.
Solomon, the gander, is my friend.
I raised him from a baby.
He knows you are coming,
but he will not run away and hide.
Thank you,
Letty Wright, age 8.
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