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1 - DUST STORM

Once we lived in a little house

.. in a wide place.
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Mama had a radio,

and we loved to dance at night.



Papa told me,

“You are growing like a weed, Jake!”

“I’m as tall as our corn,” I said.
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But one year the rains stopped,

and the wind blew.

We did not listen

to the radio as much,

and we hardly ever danced.

“I wish our wheat gfew

as fast as you, Jake,” Papa said.
“Where did the rain go?” Maggy asked.
Papa just shook his head.

We looked at the sky and worried.
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into the house,

and into our faces.
One night I said,

“We are having dust for dinner!”’

but nobody laughed.
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The next day the sky was dark.

“Listen to that thunder!”
Maggy cried.

The cows ran back and forth.

Sam barked and howled.
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“A storm is coming!” Papa shouted.

“Quick! Help me put the animals

in the barn.”

“Maggy, don’t forget Snowball!™
I said.
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Then a black cloud

rolled over the land.

Lightning flashed.

“Run for the house!” Papa yelled.
The dust stung my face.
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T CanRead'

Jake and Maggy like life on the
farm. Then the dust storms come
and the crops are ruined, so Papa
sells the farm.

Jake and Maggy don’t know
what they’ll find when they
get to California, but as long
as the family stays together,
everything will work out.

Ideal for sharing with emergent readers

o Simple sentences for eager new readers

@ High-interest stories for developing readers

3 Complex plotsifor confident readers

e The perfect bridge to chapter books
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I Can Read Book® series, see inside!
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