The story of
the farmers,
the god-king,
and the most
astounding
structure
ever built.
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And so it might have been for a boy living in ancient Egypt.

4,500 years later we can easily imagine his feelings as he stood before the
Great Pyramid. We are just as astonished by it today as he must have been then,
and a lot more puzzled.

Ancient Egyptians had no iron tools. How did they quarry and shape
2,300,000 stone blocks? They had no vehicles with wheels. How were they able to
move and lift blocks weighing several tons? And why was it built? What inspired a
nation of primitive farmers to create a building that, for over 40 centuries, was the
tallest in the world?

The story of the Great Pyramid begins hundreds of years before the reign of
pharaoh Khufu. It begins with the first people to settle along the Nile River.

The Nile is a long ribbon of water that winds for hundreds of miles through
a wide desert. Every year, heavy rains at the river’s source high in the African
mountains make it overflow. For three months, the entire valley is under water. -
When the land reappears, it is covered with wet, black silt. This fertile soil that the
Nile leaves behind is ideal for growing crops.

Long ago, people from wandering tribes left the harsh, dry desert and began
farming the rich valley soil. They scattered seeds by hand and carried buckets of
water for irrigation. They dried mud bricks in the sun and built homes on high

ground above the level of the flood. The crops were successful and the villages
prospered.






