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PREFACE

oumiNG & wisiT to Greal Bricadn, where he studied as a2
young man, Mohandas Gandhi, the leader of the effort to liber
ate India from British colonial rule, was asked what he thought
of Western civilization. "1 think it would be a good idea.”
he replied. Gandhi's response was as correct as it was clever.
Western civilization has led wo grear peoblems as well as grea
gocomplishments, but it remains a good kea. And any com-
plete understanding of today’'s world must take into accoum
Lhe fsaning of Western civilization and the role Western ¢ivi
lization has played in history. Despite modern progress, we saill
greatly reflect our religious rraditions, our political systerms and
theories, our econombc and social strecreres, and our calaral
heriage. | have written this history of Western civilizanion
to assist & new generation of students in learning more abou
the past that haz h:-l.p-cd create them and the world in which
they live,

Ar the same time, for the venth edition, at in the ninth, [ hoe
added new material on world hstory 1o show the impact other
parts of the world have made on the West. Ceralnly, the ongo-
ing struggle with terrorists since 2001 has made clear the intri-
cate relationship between the West and the rest of the world,
[t s ﬁ‘nFﬂ:‘lrl.lnt then o showr not -::-1:||:|.' kow Western civilization
has affected the rest of the world ban also how i has been influ-
enced and even defined since s beginnings by contacs with
other peoples around the world.

Another of my goals was o witte a well-balanced work in
which the political, economic, sodal, religious, intellectual,
cultural, and military aspects of Western civilization have been
integrated into a chronologically ordered synthesis. 1 have been
especially aware of the need 1o integrate the latest research on
social history and women's history iato each chapger of the
book rather than isolating it either in lengrthy wopical chapaers,
which conhese the student h'l. i1'|.1rrr:|p|;mg thi= ».'hrnnn'lngir:l
narcative, or in separate sections that appear at peniodic inter-
'-'-ll.'i I:H'.'l WoLn rhlptm

Another purpose in writing this history of Western civiliza-
ton has been vo pur the story back in history. That svory 5 an
exciting ome, ver many textbooks fafl o caprure the imagina-
tion of their readers. Narrative history effectively transimdcs the
knowledge of the past and is the form that best aids remem
brance. At the same time, | hove not overlooked the need for
the kind of historical analysis that makes students aware that
historans often disagree on their interpretations of the past.

Features of the Text

To enliven the past and to let readers see for themselves the
materials thar histortans use o create their plevures of the
past, | have included in each chapter primary sources (boxed
documents) that are keved to the discussion in the text. The

EEVIN

documents include examples of the religious, anistic, ingel-
lectual, social, economic, and political aspects of Western life
Such varied sources as o Renaissance banguet memu, letters
exchanged between a woman and her fancé on the battle front
in World War [, the Declaration of the Rights of Woman and
the Fernale Citlzen in the French Revoluton, and a debate I the
Reformation cra all reveal in vivid fashion what Western civi-
lization meant o the individual men and women who shaped
it by their activities, | have added questions at the end of each
source 1o help students in analyzing the documemts.

To help students examine how and why historians differ
in their inverpretadon of specfic wopics, new historiographi-
cal sectbons were intreduced in the ninth edivon. Examples
include “Was There & United Kingdom of lsracl?”; "Was There
o Rensissance for Women®; “Was There an Agricultural
Revolution?™; “The Retreat from Demwocracy: Did Europe
Have Totalitarizn Satest™; and "Why Did the Soviet Union
Caollapse!” Each of these sections i3 now preceded by the head-
ing Histordans Debate 1o make studenis more aware of the
interpretive nature of history

An additional feature that began in the sevenuh edition was
Images af Everyday Lifle, which combines two or mope illus
trations with a |¢|.‘|g!|'|3,' rap!:il:'l:rt 1o Fl:rnl.-'idq' i:|1..5:|k;|'|l inwe vari-
ous aspects of soctal life and inclodes such vopics as “Childsen
i the Roman World,” “Famlly and Marriage in Renalssance
fraly,” "Waormen and the Enlightenmem Salon.” and "Palitical
Carmgons: Arwacks on the King™ Film & History, which now
appears in a new, brief format, can be found in cighteen chap
ters: the features reference twenty films, imcluding the new
additions of Seffragette and The Imitation Game,

Each chapeer has an inmmoduction and Hlustraced chapeer
sumrmary 1o help maintain the contmuloy of the narrathe and
to provide a synthesis of important themes. Anecdotes in the
chapter introsuctions dramatically convey the major theme or
themes of each chapter. Detailed chronologics reinforce the
events discussed in the text, and a Chaprer Timeline at the end
of each chaprer enables studens 1o review at a glance the chief
developmerts of an era. Some of the tmelines also show par-
allel developsents in diferent cultures or nadons. Beginning
with the cighth edition, a new format was added ar the end
of each chapter. The Chapter Summary is illustrated with
thumbaail images of chapter illustrations and combined with
the Chapter Timeline. A Chapier Review assists students in
studying the chapter. This review includes Upon Refleetion
essay questions and a list of Key Terms from the chapoer. The
Suggestions for Further Reading at the end of each chapter
has been thoroughly updated and & organized under subhead-
ings o malke it more useful,

Updated maps and extensive illustrations serve 1o deepen
the reader’s undersanding of the vext. Detatled map capions



are designed 1o enrich students’ awareness of the importance
of geography to history, and numerous spot maps enable read-
&73 1o se¢ at a glance the region or subject being discussed in
the text. Map captions alse include a map gquestion to guide
students” reading of the map. To facilitare understanding of
caloural movements, illustrations of artistic works discussed
in the text are placed near the discussions. Throughout the
text, illustration captions have been revised and expanded o
further students’ understanding of the past. Chapter outlines
and fveus questions, inchuding critical thinking questions. at the
beginning of each chapeer give students a useful overview and
guide them to the main subjecs of each chapter. The section
Connections to Today is intended to help students appreciae
the melevance of history by asking them to draw conmections
between the past and present.

The focus quessions are then repeated ax the beginning of
each major section in the chapter. A glossary of important
terms (bobdfaced in the text when they are introduced and
defined) is provided at the back of the book 1o maximize reader
comprehension. A guide o pronundation is provided in the
text in parentheses following the first mention of a complex
name or term, and Chapter Notes is now at the end of cach
chapter.

New to This Edition

While preparing the revision of Western Civilization, | reexam-
ined the entire book and analyzed the comments and reviews of
many colleagues who have found the book to be a useful instra-
ment for intreducing their students to the history of Western
civilization. In making revisions to the tenth edition, | sought
to build on the strengths of the first nine editions and, above all,
o rmaintain the balance, synthesis, and narestive qualities thar
characterized thoss editions. To keep up with the ever-growing
body of historical scholarship, new or revised material has been
added throughout the book on the following topics:

Chapter 1  new Historians Debate feature, “Why Did Early
Civilizations Developt”; discovery of new hominids in
Indonesia: Neanderthaks and modern hurmans; the Lascaux cave;
Enheduanna as chief priestess in Sumer; new feature, Global
Perspectives: “The Stele in the Ancient Wordd”; Hatshepsut.

Chapter 2  the Hebrew Bible, incloding the Documentary
Hypothesis; the role of rabbis; the Ten Commandmernts;
Assyrian society; Assyrian women; new document, “The Code
of Assura®; new section, “Assyrian Culture,”

Chapter 3 Minoan Crete; Mycenaean Greece; the so-called
“Dark Age” in Greece; the polis; Greek cultural identity; new
document. “The Teaching of Tyranny™; new feature, Global
Perspectives: “The Influence of the East on the Greeks™, new
Film & History format for goo; the role of the Persian threat for
a growing sense of Greek cultural identity; the dedline of the
Greek stares and the Sacred Band of Thebes; Euripides and 2
new secton, “The Themes of Greek Tragedies™; growing sense
of Greek cultural identity due to athletic games.

Chapter 4 new Film & History format for Alecamder, new
document, “The Character of Alexander”; the Prelemade king:
dom of Egypt: the Greco-Bactrian kingdom; the Indo-Greek

kingdom; political and military instutions; new feature,
Global Perspectives: “The Influence of the Creeks on India™;
new secticn, “The Appeal of Epicurcanism and Stoicism™; the
myystery religions; Judas Maccabeus.

Chapter 5 new Historans Debate feature, "Who Were
the Erruscans?™; Aeneas and Rosiulus and Remus and the leg:
endary founding of Rome: Brots and the founding of the
Roman Republic; citizenship policy and the Roman army; new
feature, Global Perspectives: “Roman and Chinese Roads”;
Roman imperialism: edited coverage of Roman slavery, new
Filim & History format for Spartams,

Chapter & comparison of Augustus and Julius Caesar;
revolts ageinst Roman rule during the Pax Remara: new
Historians Debate feature, “Whar Was Romanization?”; the
provinces; contacts with Han China: trade with India; mew
Film & Histery format for Gladiater; revolts againet Roman
rule in Judses; new feature, Global Perspectives: “Wemen in
the Romman and Han Emipires,”

Chapter 7 Diocletian's relighous policy and persecution
of Christians; the emperor Constantine; the early Germans; the
Ostrogothic Kingdom of Italy: the Visigothic Kingdom of Spain;
Pope Leo I; new document. “Pope Leo | and Atila the Hun."

Chapter 8 new feature, Global Perspectives: “Lords,
Vasgals, and Samural in Europe and Japan®; new document, "A
Manor House™; Empress Irene; new section, “Women in the
[stamic World”; Islamic women.

Chapter ? the role of agriculture in the development of
trade in the High Middle Ages; the Commercial Revolution
of the High Middle Ages: new feature, Global Perspectives:
“Medisval Cites in West and East”™; universities and the intro-
dusrion of Aristosle’s works in the West.

Chapter 10 pew Film & Hisory format for The Lion
in Winter: Bernard of Clairvaux: new Film & History format
for Visiom; monasticism; new feawure, Global Perspectives:
“Medieval Monastse Life in West and Bast”, new document,
“The Miraculous Power of the Sacramenms”; new Historians
Debate fearure, “What Motivated the Crusaders?™; the Fourth
Crusade; the efficcts of the crusades.

Chapter 11 the longbow; the banles of the Hundred
Years’ War; new document, “The Hundred Years' War™; new
Film & History format for foas of Arc and The Messemgrr, the
Babylonian Captivity of the church; the Great Schism and
popular religion; new feature, Global Perspectives: "Religious
Imagery in the Medieval World”, new directions in medicine.

Chapter 12  the Hanseatle League and the city of Libeck:
Florence in the Renaissance; the spiritual perspective of Italian
Renaistance homanism; new documens, “The Genius of
Michelangelo™ Albrecht Diirer.

Chapter 13 Erssmus; new Film & History format for
Luher, the spread of Luther's ideas; new document, “Calvin's
Rules for the Church in Geneva”™; Calvin's view of fernale rul-
ers; new Film & History formar for Elizabeth.

Chapter 14 the Astecs; Spanish cities in the New
World; new feamure, "Clobal Perspeatives: West Meets East:
An Exchange of Royal Letters™; Mughal India: British India;
new Film & History format for The Mission: the Columbian
Exchange.
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