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“ La Telehistoria

ml'

Hil My name is Alicia. My family and | live in Miami, Florida. My
favorite thing to do is play soccer. At the Pan-American Youth Games,
my team took second place. | made a lot of great friends from all over
the world. | also met Trini Salgado, the best soccer player ever!

| got a T-shirt like hers, but | never got her to autograph it. She
is always traveling to different countries, so maybe | can send

VIDED
ovD

my shirt to some of my soccer friends to try to get it signed.

Follow along in the jivancemos! Telehistoria
b to find out what happens to Alicia’s T-shirt
!» 4 as it travels from country to country.
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Florencia

Key Words to Know

el autdgrafo  autograph
h camuseta  T-shirt

el jugadeor (Ta jugadora) de fiithol
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Why Study Spanish?

Discover the world

Deciding to learn Spanish is one of the best decisions
you can make if you want to travel and see the world.

More than 400 million people around the globe speak Spanish.

After Chinese, English and Spanish are tied as the two most frequently
spoken languages worldwide. Spanish is now the third most-used
language on the Internet. In Europe, Spanish is the most popular
foreign language after English. People who
speak both Spanish and English can
communicate with people from all
around the globe, no matter

where they find themselves. B w4 ;
| '\.&1—" | Lﬁ 3
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3% Explnre your community

W 'nside the United States, Spanish is by
- far the most widely spoken language
after English.

There are currently over 30 million Spanish
speakers in the U.S, When you start to look and
listen for it, you will quickly realize that Spanish
15 all around you—on the television, on the radio,
and in magazines and newspapers. You may
even hear your neighbors speaking it. Learning
Spanish will help you communicate and interact with the rapidly
growing communities of Spanish speakers around you.

3¢ Experience a new perspective

Learning a language is more than just
memorizing words and structures.

When you study Spanish, vou learn how the
people who speak it think, feel, work, and live.
Learning a language can open your eyes 1o a
whole new world of ideas and insights. And
as you learn about other cultures, you gain a
better perspective on your own,

-

T

\
h l .‘
3@ Create career possibilities

Knowing Spanish opens many doors.

If you speak Spanish fluently, you can work

for international and multinational companies
anywhere in the Spanish-speaking world. You
can create a career working as a translator, an
inge rprecer, or a teacher ﬂfﬁpaﬂijh_ And because
the number of Spanish speakers in the U.S. is
growing so rapidly, being able to communicate
in S5panish is becoming important in almost

ll“".l'EF:r' CaAnger,
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To the Student




M Mq
Perhaps you have already discussed ‘why' it is important to speak other languages. Bur
the real guestion for you, the student, is “how’ ... How do you acquire a second lan-

guage? Overall, it is very important to be positive and to have a ‘can do’ attitude. If you
speak a language, you are already a candidate ro speak another one ar some level. Above

all, don't buy into the idea that you are either not smart enough or too old. These are
myths. Ignore them!

Stay calm! It is natural to feel uncomfortable when you are trying to make yourself
understood in another language or when listening to another language. However, if you
are overly nervous, it will seriously block your ability both to speak and/or to under-
stand that language. That is why it is important simply to stay calm. Use hand gestures,
body language and facial expressions to make yourself understood, too. The idea is to
stay in the second language and stay out of English as much as possible. If you stay
calm, you can piece a message together. Really!

The same applies to listening to a native speaker. Stay calm! Don't worry abourt the
words you may have missed. If you focus on chem, the entire message will pass you by!
Try to listen for the overall message instead of listening ro each separate word.

Take risks in the second language. This is just what litele children do when they are
acquiring their first language. Everyone around them has more of that language than
they do, yet they take risks to participate. Understand that native speakers are generally
very appreciative when you try to use their language. Just use the best second language
that you can on any given day and don't worry when you make mistakes. Errors in
language are common and narural occurrences. Iv is only by making errors that you
eventually come to improve your second language. Just as wich athletics, drama, are and
vocal/instrumental music, the only way you gain skill in your second language is
through performance; by just doing it! Ability is acquired through trial and error.
Communicating less than accurarely in a second language is better than not communi-
cating in that language at all! Please ... Don't let the rules of a language stop you from
performing,

Make educated guesses. Look for clues to help you understand. Where is the conver-
sation taking place? Whar words are similar in English? Go beyond just the words to
find meaning by considering the speaker’s facial expressions, hand gestures and general
body language. Learn in advance how to say certain phrases like “Please. More slowly.”
in the second language. Above all, don't be afraid ro guess! Even when people read,
listen to someone or view a movie in their own native tongue, they stll guess ar the
message being delivered. It is also that way in another language. Exploring the Internet
for target language music, movies, blogs and social media can help you develop this

e U
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 Modes of Communication

T

What is communication?

When you attempt to understand someone or something, or make yourself
understood, you are communicating. In any language, you rely on va rious skills
to communicate: listering, reading, -_~p|:al-:.|r'ug. Writing, and -::I:':q:iphf-m‘ng body
language and other non-verbal cues. In English, you've been building these skills
all your life, and are probably unaware how hard you worked as a child to make
meaning. The good news is that these skills are already in place—you just have to

be aware that you're developing them in new ways to learn Spanish,
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¥ What are the modes of
communication?

Depending on the purpose of your communication, you are
engaging in one of three modes: interpretive, interpersonal, or
presentational. Say you click on an enline ad for a clothing store
in Buenos Aires. When you read the ad (or listen to it), you have
to decipher the language to understand the ad. This is the
interpretive mode. If you go into the store and talk to a sales
clerk, you'll have to ask some questions and then understand the
answers you get back. You mighr also exchange a text with your
friend about where you're shopping. These direct exchanges with
others are in the interpersonal mede. If you write a blog abourt
shopping and post it online, this is presentational, since your
audience isn't expected to immediately react and interact with
you. In class, you may simulate experiences like shopping in a
store. This situational practice will cover all three modes of
communication and build your communication skills. It's also
challenging! You'll find that you won't be equally strong across
the modes, but that's okay. The key is to practice, practice,
practice,

In jAvancemos! you'll have lots
of opportunity to practice. At
the beginning of each lesson,
you'll see examples of the
types of interpretive, interper-
sonal, and presentational
activities that you should be
able to do at the end. In the
. 1 Todo junto and Repaso
1 inclusive sections, you'll have
the chance to put your inter-
pretive, interpersonal and
presentational skills to the test
in fun, real-world ways.
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3 How do | communicate better?

« First, listen. Listen to the vocabulary presentations as you read along.
Listen to how individual words are pronounced and used in sentences. Use
the Internet to find music, ads, and interviews that let you hear the languag
in a variety of contexts and accents. Pick out words you know. Can you
understand well enough to get the gist?

« Read. Identify words that look like English words. Do known words let you
guess the meaning of others? Pay artention to word order and patterns. Fin
Spanish-language magazines, interviews, or blogs. Ask why passages are
worded the way they are. Use what you read as a model to express yourself.

 Speak. Don't read silently. Say words out loud and visualize them as you sz
them. Repear words several times and use them in sentences. Imagine situa-
tions where those words would be useful and create a conversation. Speakir
words in context helps you better remember them.

* Write. You remember language better if you write it down, Write sentences
and arrange them to make conversations. Keep a class journal and write
short entries daily. Write down expressions you come across and use them i
conversations. Find a key-pal and exchange e-mails or instant messages.

= Make it personal. Use Spanish to talk about your experiences, In class, if
you learn what people do, volunteer to say what you or a friend do. Ask the
person next to you how he or she spends time and then retell what he or she
said. You remember language better if you relate it to your experience.

*+ Create contexts. How will you use the language?
Will you travel to a foreign country? Do you need it
for a future career? Put yourself in the situations
you'd encounter and talk your way through them.
Identify difficulties and see if you can come up with
creative ways to say something. This is why you stud
a foreign language.

* Embrace the culture. Language study opens up al
kinds of travel and work opportunities, and gives yo
insights into ideas and perspectives you wouldn't
otherwise have. You don't have to wait for your
teacher to introduce ﬁ}reign cultures to you. If you
hear people in your town speaking Spanish, talk wit
them. Use your computer or smart phone to listen t
radio broadcasts or stream movies, Better yet, look
for travel and exchange opportunities!
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% What is language proficiency?
Proficiency is how well you understand and make yourself under-
stood. Remember the clothing store? Say you ask the sales staff if
they have a shirt in your size. If they de, you may ask how much the
shart costs, and if you can pay with a credit card. Your ability to
keep the conversation going determines your proficiency. If you're a
beginner, you won't be able te say much. That's okay—just do what
yisus can!

3¢ How do 1 become proficient?

* Determine what you are doing with the language. Are you giving or
petting information? Are you describing someone? Do you need to state a
preference or make a recommendation? These are called language “func-
tions” and they often require certain words and phrases. Learn new vocabu-
lary and grammar with the idea that you'll use it to do specific things.

* Remember that language has eontext. If you recommend that your
brother clean his room, or that a visitor go to the Fine Arts Museum, the
function is the same—making a recommendation. However, the context
suggests you'd use less formal language for the first than the second, and
different vocabulary for chores and local landmarks. The trick is to take what
you learn for one context and apply it to different situations.

* Understand the social customs that go with the language. If you want
help from a sales clerk, how do you ask pelitely? Do you do something
differently than you'd do in a mall in the United States? When learning, you
may not be familiar with these customs, and Spanish-speakers will forgive
your mistakes. However, your proficiency increases when you recognize and
follow the social norms of other countries. 5o pay attention to cultural
information that you see in the Nota cultural and Comparacidn cultural fea-
tures and relave it to the language you're learning,

* Build language control. Learn vocabulary and follow grammar rules so you
can express yourself accurately. When you first learn a language, saying
something—anything—is critical, even if it sounds funny. Once you're farther
along, being more accurate helps avoid confusion. To do so, practice gram-
mar and memorize vocabulary daily, in multiple short sessions. The Presen-
tacidn and Prdetica sections give you the rules and plenty of pracrice. Then,
vo to the En contexte sections of your book and use the language in real-life
conversations.

There just aren't enough hours in a school year for students to become profi-
cient by going to class. Just as musicians won't play well if they don't practice
outside of lessons, you'll have to follow these recommendations on your own to
get beyond minimal proficiency. Remember, practice makes proficient!
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