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xxii INTRODUCTION

I"rﬂmstam}, Lincoln allowed that he himself could never sup-
port “a man for office, whom I knew to be an open enemy of,
and scoffer at, religion.” The kev word, of course, is “(_‘:an "
As usual, Lincoln does not [It—mmLthmg the Jesuits main-
tain that no wise man does—but he shifts the argument to
his own liking, and gets himself off the atheistical hook much
as Thomas Jefferson had done almost a century carlier.

Last, | was shown a life mask, made shortly before the mur-
der. The hair on the head has been tightly covered over, the
whiskers greased. When the sculpror Saint-Gaudens first saw
it, he thought it was a dearh mask, so worn and remote is the
face. I was most startled by the smallness of the head. In pho-
tographs, with hair and beard, the head had seemed in correct
proportion to Lincoln’s great height. But this vulpine lirtle
face seems strangely vulnerable. The checks are sunken in.
The nose is sharper than in the photographs, and the lines
about the wide, thin mouth are deep. With eyes shur, he
looks to be a small man, in rehearsal for his death.

Those who knew Lincoln always thought it a pity that
there was never a photograph of him truly smiling. As he did
not use tobacco, he had splendid teeth for that era, and he
liked to laugh. Philip Hone noted that when he laughed the
tip of his nose moved like a tapir’s.

Gertrude Stein thoughr that U. 5. Grant had the finest
American prose style. The general was certainly among our
best writers, but he lacked music. Lincoln d-.plmui the plain
style as masterfullv as Grant, and he does have music. In fact,
there is now little argument that Lincoln is one of the great
masters of prose in our language, and the only surprising as-
pect of so demonstrable a fact is that there are those who still
affect surprise. This is due partly to the Education Mafia that
has taken over what little culture the United States has and,
partly, to the sort of cranks who maintain that as Shakespeare
had lietle Latin and less Greek, and did not keep company
with kings, he could never have written so brilliantly of kings
and courts, and so not he but some great lord had written the
plays in his name.

For all practical purposes, Lincoln had no formal educa-
tion. But he studied law, which meant not only reading
Blackstone (according to Jeremy Bentham, a writer “cold, re-



INTRODUCTION XX

served and wary, exhibiting a frigid pride™) but brooding over
words in themselves and in combination. In those days, most
pood lawyers, like good generals, wrote good prose; if they
were not precisely understood, a case or a battle might be
lost,

William Herndon was Lincoln’s law partner in Springfield,
Hinois, from 1844 to February 11, 1861, when Lincoln went to
Washington to be inaugurated president. Herndon is the prin-
cipal source for Lincoln’s pre-presidential life. He is a con-
stant embarrassment to Lincoln scholars, because they must
rely on him; vet, as Lincoln is the national deity, they must
omit a great deal of Herndon's testimony. For one thing, Lin-
coln was something of a manic-depressive, to use current jar-
gon. In face, thcn: was a ime when, according to Herndon,
Lincoln was “as “ovazy as a loon’ in this city in 184.” Since this
sort of detail does not suit the History Departments it is ci-
ther omitted or glossed over, or poor Herndon is accused of
telling lies.

The Lincoln of the hagiographers is forever serene and no-
ble, in defeat as well as in victory. Actually, after Lincoln’s
defear by Douglas for the U.S. Senarte, he was pretty loon-like
tor a time, and he thought thar his political career was over.
But such weakness is not admissible in a national deity. With
pertect hindsight, scholar-squirrels continue to assure us that,
even in defeat, it was immediately apparent to Lincoln that
the contest had opened wide the gates of political opportunity
to him. But Lincoln’s friend Henry C. Whitney, in a letter to
Herndon, wrote: “1 shall never forget the day—January 6,
1859—1I went to vour office and found Lincoln there alone.
He appeared to be somewhat dejected—in fact 1 never saw a
man so depressed. I tried to rally his drooping spirits . . . but
with ill success. He was simply steeped in gloom. For a time
he was silent . . . blurting out as he sank down: “Well, what-
ever happens I expect everyone to desert me now, bur Billy
Hemdon." ”

Despite the busy-ness of the Lincoln priests, the rest of us
can still discern the real Lincoln by entering his mind through
what he wrote, a seductive business, by and large, particularly
when he shows us unexpected views of the familiar. Inciden-
tally, to read Lincoln’s letters in holograph is revelatory; the
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writing changes dramatically with his mood. In the eloquent,
thought-out letters to Mrs. Bixby and other mourners for the
dead, he writes a clear, firm hand. In a letter to the governor
of Massachusetts demanding troops, the words tumble from
Lincoln’s pen in uncven rows upon the page, and one senses
not only his fury bur his terror that the aty of Washington
might soon fall to the rebels.

Since 1920 no American president has written his state
speeches; lately, many of our presidents seem to experience
some difficulty in reading aloud what others have wntten for
them to say. But until Woodrow Wilson suffered a stroke, it
was assumed that the chief task of the first magistrate was to
report to the American people, in their Congress assembled,
upon the state of the union. The president was elected not
only to execute the laws but to communicate to the people his
vision of the prospect before us. As a reporter to the people,
Lincoln surpassed all presidents. Even in his youthful letrers
and speeches, he is already himself. The prose is austere and
sharp; there are few adjectives and adverbs; and then, sud-
denly, sparks of humor. Also, as a lawyer on circuit, he was
something of a “stand-up comedian,” able o keep an audi-
ence laughing for hours as he appeared to improvise his sto-
ries; actually, he claimed no onginality, saving, “I am a re-
tailer.”

Lincoln did nor depend very much on others for help when
it came to the writing of the great papers. Secretary of State
William Seward gave him a line or two for the coda of the
First Inaugural Address, while the poetry of Shakespeare and
the prose of the King James Version of the Bible were so
much in Lincoln's hlm:d that he occasionally slipped into
iambic pentamerer.

The Annual Message to Congress, December 1, 1862, has
cchoes of Shakcspean‘a Juling Cagsar and Macheth (ominously,
Lincoln’s favorite play): “We cannot escape history. We of this
Congress and this administration, will be remembered in spite
of ourselves. No personal significance, or insignificance, can
spare one or another of us. The fierv trial through which we
pass, will light us down, in honor or dishonor, to the latest
generation.” A few vears carlier, at Brown University, Lin-
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coln’s young secretary John Hay wrote a valedictory poem. Of
his class’s common memories, “Qur hearts shall bear them
safe through lite’s commotion / Their fading gleam shall light
us to our graves,” But, of course, Macbeth had sad long be-
tore, “And all our vesterdays have lighted fools / The way to
dusty death.”

Of Lincoln’s contemporaries, William Herndon has given
us the most vivid close-up view of the man that he had shared
an office with for seventeen vears. “He was the most continu-
ous and severest thinker in America. He read bur little and
that for an end. Politics were his Heaven, and his Hades meta-
physics.” As for the notion that Lincoln was a gentle, humble
Lq:-l_-,- man; even John Hay felt obliged to note that “no grear
man was ever modest. It was |[Lincoln’s] intellecrual arro-
gance and unconscious assumprion of superiority that men
like Chase and Sumner could never forgive.” Along with so
much ambition and secretiveness of nature, Lincoln also had
an impish sense of humor; he liked to read aloud comic writ-
ers like Perroleum V. Nasby, and he told comic stories to di-
vert, if not others, himself from the ongoing tragedy at whose
center he was.

What was it like to be in the audience when Lincoln made
a speech? Whar did he really look like? What did he sound
like? In answer to the first question we have the photographs;
but they are motionless. He was six feet four, “more or less
stoop-shouldered,” wrote Herndon, “He was very tall, thin,
and gaunt. . . . When he first began speaking, he was shrill,
squeaking, piping, unpleasant; his general look, his form, his
pose, the color of flesh, wrinkled and dry, his sensitiveness,
and his momentary d]ﬁuicnw. evervthing seemed to be
against him.” Then, “he gently and gradually warmed up .
voice became harmonious, melodious, musical, it vou plcaf.f,
with face somewhat aglow. . Lincoln’s gray eves would
flash fire when speaking ag:n'nsr r.lax'eq.r or spoke volumes of
hope and love when speaking of liberry, justice and the
progress of mankind.”

Of Lincoln’s politics Herndon wrote, he “was a conscien-
tious conservative; he belicved in Law and Order, See his
speech before Springficld Lyvceum in 1838.” This speech is in-
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deed a kev to Lincoln’s character, for it is here that he speaks
of the nature of ambition and how, in a republic thar was
alreadv founded, a tyrant might be tempted to re-order the
state in his own image. In the end Lincoln himself did just
that. There is a kind of terrible Miltonian majesty in his ad-
dress to the doubtless puzzled voung men of the Springficld
Lyccum. In effect, their rwenty-cight-year-old contemporary
was saving that, for the ambitious man, it is better to reign in
Hell than to serve in Heaven.

In the end whether or not Lincoln’s personal ambition un-
did him and the nation is immaterial. He ook a divided
house and jammed it back rogether. As the reader will note,
he was always a pro-Union man. As for slavery, he was averse
to the institution but no abolitionist. Lincoln’s eulogy on
Henry Clay provides us with as good a batkground to his
pnlmcs as we shall ever have, He supports Clayv’s policy of
colonizing the blacks elsewhere; today any mention of Lin-
coln’s partiality tor this scheme amuses black historians and
makes many of the white ones deal economically with the
truth. Of Clay, Lincoln wrote, “As a politician or statcsman,
no ONe Was so hahituulhr careful to avoid all sectional ground.
Whatever he did, he did for the whole country. . . . Feeling
as he did. and as the truth surely 1s, thar the world's best hope
depended on the continued union of the States, he was ever
jealous of, and wartchful for, whatever might have the shghrest
tendency to separate them.”

Nine vears later, the culogist, now the president, promptly
made war on those states that had chosen to depart the Union
on the same high moral ground that Lincoln himself has so
cloquently stated ar the time of the Mexican War in 1843:
“Any people anywhere, being inclined and having the power,
have the mght to rise up, and shake off the existing govern-
ment, and form a new one that suits them better.” Lawvyer
Lincoln would probably have said, rather bleakly, that the key
phrase here was “and having the power.” The Confederacy
did not have the power; six hundred thousand men died in
the nexr four vears; and the Confederacy was smashed and
Lincoln was murdered.

As we still live in the divided house that he cobbled to-
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pether for us, it is useful to ger to know not the god of the
establishment priests but a literary genius who was called
upon to live, rather than merely to write, a high tragedy. I can
think of no one in literary or political history quite like this
essential American writer,
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1o the People of Sangamo County

Tir the People of Sangamo County

FreLLow-Citizens: Having become a candidate for the hon-
orable office of one of your representatives in the next Gen-
eral Assembly of this state, in accordance with an established
custom, and the principles of true republicanism, it becomes
my duty to make known to you—the people whom I propose
to represent—my sentiments with regard to local affairs.

Time and experience have verified to a demonstration, the
public utility of internal improvements. That the poorest and
most thinly populated countries would be greatly benefitted
by the opening of good roads, and in the clearing of naviga-
ble streams within their limits, 1s what no person will deny.
But vet it 1s folly to undertake works of this or any other
kind, without first knowing that we are able to finish
them—as half finished work generally proves to be labor lost.
There cannot justly be any objection to having rail roads and
canals, any more than to other good things, provided they
cost nothing. The only objection is to paying for them; and
the objection to paying arises from the want of ability to pay.

With respect to the county of Sangamo, some more easy
means of communication than we now possess, for the pur-
pose of facilitating the task of exporting the surplus products
of its fertile soil, and importing necessary articles from
abroad, are indispensably necessary. A meeting has been held
of the citizens of Jacksonville, and the adjacent country, for
the purpose of deliberating and enquiring into the expediency
of constructing a rail road from some eligible point on the
lllinois niver, through the town of Jacksonville, in Morgan
county, to the town of Springfield, in Sangamo county. This
s, indeed, a very desirable object. No other improvement that
reason will justafy us in hoping for, can equal in utlity the rail
road. It is a never failing source of communication, between
places of business remotely situated from each other. Upon
the rail road the regular progress of commercial intercourse is
not interrupted by either high or low water, or freezing
weather, which are the principal difficulties that render our
future hopes of water communication precarious and un-

3



4 MARCH g9, 1832

certain. Yet, however desirable an object the construction of a
rail road through our country may be; however high our
imaginations may be heated at muughts of it— there is always
a heart appalhng shock accompanying the account of its cost,
which forces us to shrink from our pleasing anticipations. The
probable cost of this contemplared rail road is estimated at
$290,000;—the bare statement of which, in my opinion, is
sufficient to justify the belief, that the improvement of San-
gamo river is an object much better suited to our infant
resources.

Respecting this view, I think I may say, without the fear of
being contradicted, that its navigation may be rendered com-
pletely practicable, as high as the mouth of the South Fork, or
probably higher, to vessels of from 25 to 30 tons burthen, for
at least one half of all common vears, and to vessels of much
greater burthen a part of that time. From my peculiar circum-
stances, it is probable that for the last twelve months 1 have
given as particular attention to the stage of the water in this
river, as any other person in the country. In the month of
March, 1831, in company with others, I commenced the build-
ing of a flat boat on the Sangamo, and finished and took her
out in the course of the spring. Since that time, I have been
concerned in the mill at New Salem. These circumstances are
sufficient evidence, that I have not been very inattentive to the
stages of the water. The time ar which we crossed the mill
dam, being in the last days of April, the water was lower than
it had been since the breaking of winter in February, or than
it was for several weeks after. The principal difficulties we
encountered in descending the river, were from the drifted
timber, which obstructions all know is not difficult to be re-
moved. Knowing almost precisely the height of water at that
time, I believe I am safe in saying that it has as often been
higher as lower since.

From this view of the subject, it appears that my caleula-
tions with regard to the navigation of the Smgmm cannot
be unfounded in reason; but whatever may be its natural ad-
vantages, certain it is, that it never can be practically useful
to any great extent, without being greatly improved by art.
The drifted timber, as I have before mentioned, is the most
formidable barrier to this object. OF all parts of this river,
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none will require so much labor i proportion, o make it
navigable, as the last thirty or thirty-five miles; and going
with the meanderings of the channel, when we are this dis-
tance above its mouth, we are only berween twelve and eigh-
teen miles above Beardstown, in something near a straighe
direction; and this route is upon such low ground as to re-
tain water in many places during the season, and in all parts
such as to draw two-thirds or three-fourths of the river
warter at all high stages.

This route is upon prairie land the whole distance;—so
that it appears to me, by removing the turf, a sufficient width
and damming up the old channel, the whole river in a short
nme would wash its way thmugh thereby curtailing the dis-
tance, and increasing the velocity of the current very consid-
erably, while there would be no timber upon the banks to
obstruct its navigation in future; and being nearly straight,
the imber which might float in at the head, would be apt to
go clear through. There are also many places above this where
the river, in its zig zag course, forms such complete peninsu-
las, as to be casier cut through at the necks than to remove
the obstructions from the bends—which if done, would also
lessen the distance.

What the cost of this work would be, I am unable to say. It
15 probable, however, it would not be greater than is common
to streams of the same length. Finally, 1 believe the improve-
ment of the Sangamo river, to be vastly important and highly
desirable to the people of this county; and if elected, any mea-
sure in the legislarure having this for its object, which may
appear judicious, will meet my approbation, and shall receive
my support.

It appears that the practice of loaning money ar exorbitant
rates of interest, has already been opened as a field for discus-
sion; so [ suppose 1 may enter upon it without claiming the
lmnm‘, or risking the danger, which may await its first ex-
plorer. [t seems as though we are never to have an end to this
baneful and corroding system, acting almost as prejudicial to
the general interests of the community as a direct tax of sev-
eral thousand dollars annually laid on each county, for the
benefit of a few individuals only, unless there be a law made
serting a limit to the rates of usury. A law for this purpose, 1
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am of opinion, may be made, without materially injuring any
class of people. In cases of extreme necessity there could al-
ways be means found to cheat the law, while in all other cases
it would have its intended effect. I would not favor the pas-
sage of a law upon this subject, which might be very casily
evaded. Let it be such that the labor and difficulty of evading
it, could only be justified in cases of the greatest necessity.

Upon the subject of education, not presuming to dictate
any plan or system respecting it, I can only say that T view it
as the most important subject which we as a people can be
engaged in. That everv man may receive ar least, a moderate
educarion, and th;,r{.b\' be enabled to read the historices of his
own and other countries, by which he may duly appreciate
the value of our free institutions, appears to be an object of
vital importance, even on this account alone, to sav nothing
of the advantages and satisfaction to be derived from all being
able to read the scriprures and other works, both of a reli-
gious and moral nature, for themselves. For my part, 1 desire
to sce the time when education, and by its means, morality,
sobriety, enterprise and industry, shall become much more
general than at present, and should be gratified to have it in
my power to contribute something o the advancement ot any
measure which might have a tendency to accelerate the happy
period.

With regard to existing laws, some alterations are thought
to be necessary. Many respectable men have suggested that
our estray laws—the law respecting the sssuing of executions,
the road law, and some others, are deficient in their present
torm, and require alterations. But considering the great prob-
ability that the framers of those laws were wiser than myself, |
should prefer not meddling with them, unless they were first
attacked by others, in which case I should feel it both a priv-
ilege and a duty to take thar stand, which in my view, might
tend most to the advancement of justice.

But, Fellow-Cirizens, I shall conclude. Considering the
great degree of modesty which should always attend youth, it
is probable I have already been more presuming than be-
comes me. However, upon the subjects of which [ have
treated, 1 have spoken as 1 thought. I may be wrong in regard
to any or all of them; but holding it a sound maxim, that it is
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better to be only sometimes right, than at all times wrong, so
soon as [ discover my opinions to be erroneous, I shall be
ready to renounce them.

Every man is said to have his peculiar ambition, Whether it
be true or not, I can say for one that I have no other so great
as that of being truly esteemed of my fellow men, by render-
g myself worthy of their esteem. How far I shall succeed in
granfving this ambition, is vet to be developed. 1 am voung
and unknown to many of you. I was born and have ever re-
mained in the most humble walks of life. [ have no wealthy or
popular relations to recommend me. My case 1s thrown exclu-
sively upon the independent voters of this county, and if
elected they will have conferred a favor upon me, for which 1
shall be unmmnmng in my labors to compensate. But if the
r:n xd people in their wisdom shall see fit to keep me in the
wickground, T have been too familiar with disappointments to
be very much chagrined. Your friend and fellow-cinizen,

Mew Salem, March o, 1832

To the Editor of the Sangamo Journal

‘Tt the Editor of the Journal: New Salem. June 13, 1836

In vour paper of last Saturday, I sce a communication over
the signature of “Many Voters,” in which the candidates who
are announced in the Journal, are called upon to “show their
hands.” Agreed. Here's mine!

I go for all sharing the privileges of the government, who
assist in bearing its burthens. Consequently I go for admitting
all whites to the right of suffrage, who pay taxes or bear arms,
(by no means excluding females.)

If elected, I shall consider the whole people of Sangamon
my constiruents, as well those that opposc, as those that sup-
port me.

While acring as their representative, [ shall be governed by
their will, on all subjects upon which T have the means of
knowing what their will is; and upon all others, 1 shall do
what my own judgment teaches me will best advance their
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interests. Whether clected or not, 1 go for distributing the
proceeds of the sales of the public lands to the several stares,
to enable our state, in common with others, t dig canals and
construct rail roads, without borrowing money and paving
interest on it.

If alive on the first Monday in November, [ shall vote for
Hugh L. White for President. Very respectfully,

To Mary S. Owens

Mary Vandalia, Decr. 13 1836

I have been sick ever since my arrival here, or I should have
written sooner. It is but lietle ditference, however, as 1 have
verry little even vet to write. And more, the longer I can
avoid the mortification of looking in the Post Office for vour
letter and not finding it, the better. You see I am mad about
that old letrer ver. | dont like verry well to risk you again. T'll
try you once more any how.

The new State House is not vet finished, and consequently
the legislature is doing little or nothing. The Governor deliv-
cred an inflamitory political Message, and it 1s expected there
will be some sparring between the parties abour it as soon as
the two Houses get to business. Taylor delivered up his peti-
tions for the New Connty to one of our members this mom-
ing. I am told that he dispairs of its success on account of all
the members from Morgan County opposing it. There are
names enough on the peutions, I think, to justfv the mem-
bers from our county in going for it; but if the members from
Morgan oppose it, which they say they will, the chance will
be bad.

Our chance to take the seat of Government to Springfield is
better than I expected. An Internal Improvement Convention
was held here since we met, which recommended a loan of
several millions of dollars on the faith of the Stare to con-
struct Rail Roads. Some of the legislature are for it, and some
against it; which has the majority I can not tell. There is great
strife and struggling for the office of U.S. Senator here at this
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time. It is probable we shall case their pains in a few days.
The opposition men have no candidate of their own, and con-
sequently they smile as complacently ar the angry snarls of the
contending Van Buren candidates and their respective friends,
as the chnstian does at Satan’s rage. You recollect I mentioned
in the ourset of this letter thar I had been unwell. That is the
fact, though I believe 1 am about well now; but thar, with
other things I can not account for, have mmpmd and have
gotten my spirits so low, that 1 feel that I would rather be any
place in the world than here. I really can not endure the
thoughre of staving here ten weeks. Write back as soon as vou
get this, and if possible say something that will please me, for
really T have not been pleased since 1 left vou. This letter is so
dry and stupid that I am ashamed to send it, but with my
present feelings T can not do any betrer. Give my respects to
Mr. and Mrs. Abell and family. Your friend

Protest in the Hlinots Legislature on Slavery

The tollowing protest was presented to the House, which
was read and ordered to be spread on the journals, to wit:

“Resolutions upon the subject of domestic slavery having
passed both branches of the General Assembly at its present
session, the undersigned hereby protest against the passage of
the same,

They behieve that the mstitution of slavery 15 founded on
both injustice and bad policy; but thar the promulgation of
abolition doctrines tends rather to increase than to abate irs
evils.

They believe that the Congress of the United States has no
power, under the constitution, to interfere with the institu-
tion of slavery in the ditferent States.

They believe that the Congress of the United States has the
power, under the constitution, to abolish slavery in the Dis-
trict of Columbia; bur thar that power oughrt not to be exer-
cised unless ar the request of the people of said Districr.
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The difference between these opinions and those contained
in the said resolutions, is their reason for entening this pro-
test.”

DAN STONE,
A LINCOLN,
Representatives from the cownty of Sangamon.

March 3, 181

1o Mary S. Owens

Friend Mary Springfield, May 7. 1837

I have commenced two letters to send you before this, both
of which displeased me before I gor half done, and so I tore
them up. The first I thought wasn’t serious enough, and the
second was on the other extreme. I shall send this, turn our as
it may.

This thing of living in Springfield is rather a dull business
after all, ar least it is so to me. [ am quite as lonesome here as
ever was anywhere in my life. I have been spoken to by bur
one woman since I've been here, and should not have been by
her, if she could have avoided it. I've never been to church
vet, nor probably shall not be soon. I stay away because [ am
conscious I should not know how to behave myself.

I am often thinking abour what we said of your coming to
live at Springfield. I am afraid vou would not be satished.
There is a great deal of flourishing about in carriages here,
which it would be vour doom to see without shareing in it
You would have to be poor without the means of hiding vour
poverty. Do you believe yvou could bear that patienty? What-
ever woman may cast her lot with mine, should anv ever do
50, it 1s my intention to do all in my power to make her happy
and contented; and there is nothing [ can immagine, that
would make me more unhappy than to fail in the cffort. I
know 1 should be much happier with vou than the way [ am,
provided I saw no signs of discontent in vou. What vou have
said to me may have been in jest, or I may have misunder-
stood it. If so, then let it be forgotten; if otherwise, I much
wish you would think seriously before vou deade. For my
part I have already decided. What 1 have said T will most pos-
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itively abide by, provided vou wish it. My opinion is that you
had betrer not do it. You have not been accustomed to hard-
ship, and it may be more severe than you now immagine. [
know vou are capable of thinking correctly on anv subject;
and if vou deliberate maturely upon this, before vou decide,
then I am willing to abide your decision.

You must write me a go-od long lerrer after vou get this.
You have nothing ¢lse to do, and though it might not scem in-
teresting to vou, after vou had written it, it would be a good
deal of company to me in this “busy wilderness.” Tell vour sis-
ter [ dont want to hear anv more about selling our and mov-
ing. That gives me the hypo whenever I think of it. Yours, &c.

To Mary S. Owens

Friend Marv. Springtield Aug. 16th 1837
You will, no doubt, think it rather strange, that 1 should
write vou a letter on the same day on which we parted: and |
can only account for it by supposing, that secing vou lately
makes me think of vou more than usual, while at our late
meeting we had but few expressions of thoughts. You must
know that 1 can not see vou, or think of vou, with entire
indifference; and yet it mav be, that yvou, are mistaken in re-
pard to what my real feelings towards you are. 1t I knew you
were nor, 1 should not trouble vou with this letrer. I"i:.rh:upr-1
any other man would know enough without further informa-
ton; bue I consider it my peculiar right to plead ignorance,
and vour bounden duty to allow the plea. T want in all cases
to do right, and most pamcularlv . in all cases with women.
I want, at this particular time, more than any thing clse. to do
right with you, and if 1 &new it would be doing right, as 1
rather suspect it would, to let vou alone, I would do it. And
for the purpose of making the matter as plain as possible,
now say, that vou can now drop the subject, dismiss your
thoughts (if you ever had any) from me forever, and leave this
letter unanswered, without calling forth one accusing murmer
from me. And I will even go further, and sav, that if it will
add any thing to your comfort, or peace of mind, to do so, it
15 myv sincere wish that vou should. Do not understand by
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