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Summary: Henry’s family takes in a stray cat, the ugliest cat they have ever seen,
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to the door
and barked.
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Henry’s tather opened

the door. Sitting

on the steps was

the shabbiest cat

Henry had ever seen.




[t had a saggy belly,

skinny legs,

and fur that looked like
mashed prunes.

Henry and Henry’s father
and Henry’s big dog Mudge

stood in the door

and looked at the shabby cat.
“Hey kitty,” said Henry.
“Are you sure it’s a kitty?”

said Henry’s father.
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“It might be a stray,”

Henry said, petting it.

“It has to be,” said Henry’s father.
“That is the shabbiest ca

[ have ever seen.”




He carried the cat

into the house while

Henry and Mudge followed.
Mudge’s tail was wagging hard.
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“Can it stay!” Henry asked.

“Only until we find a home

for it,” said his father.
He looked hard at the cat.

“Do you think it knows
it’s that shabby?” Henry’s father asked.



Mudge was licking some milk

from the visitor’s chin.
“Mudge doesn’t know,”

Henry said.
“Mudge likes it.”

“Yes,” said Henry’s father,

“but Mudge also likes turkey gizzards.”
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One day a very shabby cat shows
up at Henry’s door. Henry and his
dog, Mudge, bring the cat inside and
give him milk. Before long, they have
made a wonderful new friend. The cat
teaches Mudge manners and acts like
she is his mother. But where did this
scrutty, lovable cat come from?
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