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Billy was a boy who loved horses more
than anything else in the world. He
loved his own pony, Blaze, best of all.
After his father and mother gave him
Blaze, Billy spent most of his time with
the pony. Blaze would come whenever
Billy called. He seemed to like the rides
through the woods or along theroads as
much as Billy did. Billy felt sure that
Blaze understood him when he talked;
and the pony really did seem to
understand what Billy said.






Billy’s dog, Rex, usually went with them
on their rides. But one day he was sick;
so Billy’s mother kept him at home. It
was a beautiful day, and Billy decided
to ride along a little winding road. It
passed through some woods, and not
many people used it. Both Billy and
Blaze liked to ride through the woods,
because there were so many things to
see. They always met rabbits and
squirrels and saw many birds. Flowers
grew along the way, and the big trees
were green and cool after the hot, dusty
roads. The summer had been very
warm, and there had been little rain.






Even as Billy looked, the flames burst
out. He knew that these flames were
the beginning of a forest fire unless they
could be put out. If a breeze came up
and carried the fire to the big pine trees
nearby, the whole countryside might
burn. Not only the grass and trees
would be burned. Fences and barns and
houses would also go up in flames.






Billy had once seen a place where a
forest fire had been. He remembered

how bare and black it had looked, with
burned stumps where beautiful trees had
been. He knew he must try to save the
woods he loved so much. He must go
quickly and get help.






The nearest place to go for help was a
large farm. It was a long way to this
farm by the road, and there was no
time to lose. Billy knew they could save
much time if they cut across country
through the fields. But to reach the first
field they would have to jump a high
stone wall, higher than anything Blaze
had ever jumped. But Blaze seemed to
understand that they needed to hurry.
He jumped the high wall perfectly.
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Billy and Blaze
Spread the Alarm

Billy and Blaze are more than just friends—they're heroes!
When they spot smoke in the brush, they race around the
woods to sound the alarm.

At the end of the day, Billy and Blaze are rewarded for
their bravery—with carrots for Blaze, chocolate cake for
Billy, and a very special present that they can share.

Blaze and the Forest Fire is part of the classic Billy and Blaze series.
Sensitive drawings and easy-to-read words capture the warmth

and special understanding between a boy and his horse.

C.W. ANDERSON wrote and illustrated over thirty-five horse
books, including the books in the popular Billy and Blaze series.
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